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SUBJECT: WORKING VISIT OF VICE PRESIDENT MONDALE TO EUROPE AND 
JAPAN; NON-PROLIFERATION DISCUSSIONS IN TOKYO 

REF: TOKYO 972 

1 . AS REPORTED REFTEL, GOJ APPARENTLY INTENDS TO RAISE SUBJECT 

OF PEACEFUL USES OF NUCLEAR ENERGY (PRESUMABLY INCLUDING NUCLEAR 
NON-PROLIFERATION) DURING VICE PRESIDENT'S VISIT TO TOKYO. 

2. ACCORDING TO USIS WIRELESS FILE FOR 1/25/77, SUBJECT WAS 
DISCUSSED (PROBABLY IN DIFFERENT CONTEXT) DURING MR. MONDALE'S 
TALKS WITH CHANCELLOR SCHMIDT IN BONN. NEWS STORY FURTHER 
STATES, QUOTE MONDALE PARTY OFFICIALS SAID LATER THAT HIGH 
LEVEL TALKS WITH THE GERMANS ON THE NON-PROLIFERATION QUESTION 
WILL BEGIN SOON. PROBABLY AS EARLY AS NEXT WEEK. UNQUOTE. 

3. ALTHOUGH WE HAVE NOT SEEN SUCH A REPORT IN JAPANESE PRESS, 

WE BELIEVE THAT THERE IS REASONABLE CHANCE THAT GOJ IS AWARE 
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OF IT THROUGH ITS EMBASSIES. FOR PAST THREE MONTHS, EVER 
SINCE PUBLICATION OF THE FORD NUCLEAR POLICY STATEMENT, GOJ 
AND INDUSTRY OFFICIALS HAVE BEEN PRESSING USG REPEATEDLY 
FOR MEETINGS TO CLARIFY INTENT OF STATEMENT AND HOW 
IT MIGHT APPLY TO JAPAN. USG, IN TURN, HAS REQUESTED 
THAT SUCH MEETINGS BE DEFERRED UNTIL POSITION OF NEW 
ADMINISTRATION IS ESTABLISHED. 
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4. WE KNOW FROM COMPLETELY RELIABLE SOURCES WITHIN GOJ 
AND JAPANESE INDUSTRY CIRCLES THAT HEAVY PRESSURE HAS BEEN 
PLACED ON FONMIN HATOYAMA TO BRING UP THE NUCLEAR POLICY 
ISSUE WHEN MR. MONDALE ARRIVES. WE ALSO UNDERSTAND THAT 
PRIM IN DOES NOT INTEND TO GO INTO INTRICATE DETAIL ON 
JAPANESE CONCERNS OVER USG NUCLEAR POLICY, BUT WILL STATE 
(A) THAT GOJ HAS SAME COMMITMENT TO NON PROLIFERATION 

AS DOES U.S., AND (B) THAT IT IS NECESSARY FOR USG TO HEAR 
JAPANESE VIEWS ON SPECIFIC MEASURES BEING CONSIDERED BY 
USG BEFORE SUCH MEASURES ARE DECIDED UPON. SINCE THEY 
WILL UNDOUBTEDLY IMPACT HEAVILY ON JAPAN'S ATTEMPTS TO 
ESTABLISH AN ECONOMICALLY AND STRATEGICALLY VIABLE NUCLEAR 
POWER PROGRAM. 

5. GREATEST JAPANESE NUCLEAR CONCERN IS THAT U.S. WILL REFUSE 
TO PERMIT REPROCESSING OF SPENT FUEL FROM NUCLEAR POWER 
PLANTS, EITHER IN NEW JAPANESE FACILITY NOW APPROACHING OPERA- 
TION OR IN UK/FRENCH FACILITIES, WHEN SUCH FUEL (I.E., ENRICHED 
URANIUM) IS OF U.S. ORIGIN AND THEREFORE SUBJECT TO TERMS OF 
US/JAPAN BILATERAL NUCLEAR AGREEMENT. JAPAN TAKES POSITION 
THAT ITS ENERGY PROBLEMS ARE DIFFERENT FROM THOSE OF U.S., 

SINCE JAPAN IS ESSENTIALLY COMPLETELY DEPENDENT ON 

OTHER NATIONS FOR ALL MINERAL ENERGY RESOURCES; 

THEREFORE, NUCLEAR POWER IS A NECESSITY AND NOT AN 
OPTION. TO REDUCE DEPENDENCY ON OTHER NATIONS FOR 
URANIUM ENRICHMENT, AND ULTIMATELY TO PROVIDE PLUTONIUM 
FUEL FOR FAST BREEDER REACTORS, REPROCESSING IS CON 
SIDERED TO BE MANDATORY IN THE JAPANESE FUEL CYCLE. 
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6. IF INDEED SUBJECT IS RAISED BY EITHER SIDE IN TOKYO, 

EMBASSY SUGGESTS THAT VICE PRESIDENT TAKE POSITION THAT 
JAPAN WILL BE FULLY CONSULTED DURING DEVELOPMENT OF USG 
NUCLEAR POLICY IN LINE WITH PRESIDENT CARTER'S INTENTIONS 
OF ESTABLISHING CLOSE COLLABORATION WITH ALLIES IN 
EVOLUTION OF FOREIGN POLICY; AND THAT USG WILL BE PREPARED 
TO EXCHANGE VIEWS ON FURTHER NON-PROLIFERATION MEASURES 
AT EARLIEST OPPORTUNITY, EITHER IN WASHINGTON OR TOKYO. 

(OF COURSE, IF VICE PRESIDENT CAN BE MORE SPECIFIC AS TO 
TIMING, THE JAPANESE WOULD BE BOTH IMPRESSED AND RELIEVED). 

7. EMBASSY CAN PROVIDE FURTHER BACKGROUND ON NUCLEAR POLICY 
ISSUE FROM JAPANESE PERSPECTIVE WHEN MONDALE PARTY ARRIVES 
TOKYO IF DESIRED. 

HODGSON 


CONFIDENTIAL 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


NNN 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 

Capture Date: 01 -Jan-1 994 12:00:00 am 

Channel Indicators: n/a 

Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: NUCLEAR ENERGY, PRESS COMMENTS 

Control Number: n/a 

Copy: SINGLE 

Sent Date: 27-Jan-1977 12:00:00 am 
Decaption Date: 01 -Jan-1 960 12:00:00 am 

Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 22 May 2009 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1977TOKYO01253 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: GS 

Errors: N/A 

Expiration: 

Film Number: D770029-0692 
Format: TEL 
From: TOKYO 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1977/newtext/t1 97701 10/aaaaajdn. tel 

Line Count: 113 
Litigation Code IDs: 

Litigation Codes: 

Litigation History: 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Message ID: 47abb5cf-c288-dd11-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Office: ACTION EA 

Original Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 3 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: 77 TOKYO 972 
Retention: 0 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 14-Feb-2005 12:00:00 am 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 
Review Media Identifier: 

Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
SAS ID: 3479080 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: WORKING VISIT OF VICE PRESIDENT MONDALE TO EUROPE AND JAPAN; NON-PROLIFERATION DISCUSSIONS IN TOKYO 
TAGS: ENRG, PARM, OVIP, JA, (MONDALE, WALTER F) 

To: STATE LONDON 
Type: TE 

vdkvgwkey : odbc://SAS/SAS.dbo.SAS_Docs/47abb5cf-c288-dd1 1 -92da-001 cc4696bcc 
Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
22 May 2009 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



